Asylum Holes. 


At a special meeting of the State Commission in Lunacy, held 
at the Capitol, in the City of Albany, on June i, 1890, the following 
was ordered: 

1. (a) That the Superintendent or officer in charge of each insti¬ 
tution for the care and treatment of the insane be directed not to 
permit the service of any legal process whatever upon any insane 
patient except upon the order of a judge of a court of record, which 
shows that the judge had notice of the fact that the person sought to 
be served was at the date of the order an inmate of such an in¬ 
stitution. 

That at the time the service of any process is made the following 
proceedings must be had : 

The nature of the process, the date of the same, name of the 
court out of which it issued, and the date of its service must be 
entered in the history of the patient in the case book. 

The order upon which the service is made and the process must 
be filed with the papers relating to the patient. 

A copy of the process, together with an explanatory letter, must 
be forwarded at once to the committee of the person and property 
of the patient, if there be one, or, if there be no committee, then to 
the nearest known relative or next friend of such patient. 

(//) That no insane person be permitted to sign any bill, check, 
draft, or other evidence of indebtedness, or to execute any contract, 
deed, mortgage, or other legal conveyance, except upon the order 
of a judge of a court of record, which shows that the judge had 
notice of the fact that the person whose signature is sought to be 
obtained was at the dale of the order an inmate of an institution for 
the care and treatment of the insane. 

That at the time of the execution of the order the following pro¬ 
ceedings must be had : 

The Medical Superintendent, one of his assistants, or officer in 
charge must be present at the time of the execution of the order and 
must see that its terms are strictly complied with. 

The substance of the order and the proceedings had thereunder 
must be entered in the history of the patient in the case book. 

The order must be filed, with the papers relating to the patient, 
and a copy of the same, together with a notice of the proceedings 
had thereunder, must be forwarded at once to the committee of the 
person and property of the patient, if there be one, or, if there be 
no committee, then to the nearest known relative or next friend of 
the patient. 

2. That the Medical Superintendent or officer in charge be 
directed to keep a copy of these orders posted conspicuously in the 
general reception-room and office of each institution for the care 
and treatment of the insane. 
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At a special session of the State Commission in Lunacy, held at 
the Capitol, in the City of Albany, on the second day of September, 
1890. 

In the Matter of the Admission of Private Patients to the State Hospitals 
for the Insane. 

It appearing that large numbers of the insane poor are deprived 
of the benefits of the intended care and treatment which the State 
Hospitals were instituted to provide for them ; that much space at 
these institutions, originally provided for the accommodation of that 
class, is now occupied by private patients; that the law known as 
the State Care Act reaffirms the policy of the State and declares the 
insane poor to be the wards of the State, and provides for the 
removal as rapidly as possible of those now remaining in the county 
poor-houses to the State Hospitals : therefore be it 

Ordered —1. That on and after October 1, 1890, no private 
patient at any State Hospital be permitted to occupy more than one 
room for his or her personal use or behoof, or to command the 
exclusive services of an attendant; and, thereafter, there shall be no 
distinction allowed between private and public patients in respect to 
the scale of care and accommodations furnished them. 

2. That on and after October 1, 1890, no private patient be 
admitted to any State Hospital, except in strict accordance with the 
statutes, as follows : “Whenever there are vacancies in the asylum” 
(State Hospital) there may be received “such recent cases as may 
seek admission under peculiarly afflictive circumstances, or which 
in his (the Superintendent’s) opinion promise speedy recovery,” and 
upon an order granted by the State Commission in Lunacy upon an 
application in writing, addressed to the Commission, of a near 
relative, guardian, or committee of the patient. 

3. That this order shall not be held, except in special cases, to 
require the removal of private patients in custody in said hospitals 
on October 1, 1890. 


BOARD FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF I 

STATE INSANE ASYLUM DISTRICTS AND OTHER PURPOSES, j 

At a meeting of the Board for the Establishment of State Insane 
Asylum Districts and Other Purposes, held at the Capitol, in the City 
of Albany, Tuesday, September 2, 1890. 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of Chapter 129 
of the Laws of 1890, the following division of the State into State 
Insane Asylum Districts was made and ordered to take effect Octo¬ 
ber 1, 1890: 

Utica State Hospital District — Counties of Albany, Fulton, 
Hamilton, Herkimer, Madison, Montgomery, Oneida, Saratoga, 
Schenectady, containing 1,476 insane patients. 
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Willard State Hospital District—Counties of Allegany, Cayuga, 
Chemung, Livingston, Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Tomp¬ 
kins. Wayne, Yates, containing 1,024 insane patients. 

Hudson River State Hospital District—Counties of Columbia, 
Dutchess, Putnam, Rensselaer, Washington, Westchester, containing 
1,159 insane patients. 

Middletown State Hospital District—Counties of Orange, Queens, 
Richmond, Rockland, Suffolk,' Sullivan, Ulster, containing 988 in¬ 
sane patients. 

Buffalo State Hospital District—Counties of Cattaraugus, Chau¬ 
tauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans, Wyoming, containing 1,148 
insane patients. 

Binghamton State Hospital District—Counties of Broome, Che¬ 
nango, Cortland, Delaware, Greene, Otsego, Schoharie, Tioga, 
containing 548 insane patients. 

St. Lawrence State Hospital District—Counties of Clinton, 
Essex, Franklin, Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga, Oswego, St. Lawrence, 
Warren, containing 964 insane patients. 

The number of public insane patients in each of the above-named 
districts is given as it exists on this date. 


At a special session of the State Commission in Lunacy, held at 
the Capitol, in the City of Albany, on the second day of September, 
1890. 

In the Matter of the Charge to the Counties of the State for the Care 
and Maintenance of Insane Patients. 

The Commission having before it estimates and special reports 
from the Superintendents of the several State Hospitals and other 
interested persons concerning the charge to be made to counties of 
the State for the care and maintenance of insane patients in the said 
hospitals, and said Commission being required by statute to establish 
a charge for maintenance, which shall be the same for all the counties 
of the State, it is 

Ordered —1. There shall be charged for each patient in continu¬ 
ous custody under the commitment, or order, by which he is held, 
as follows: 

(a) For the first three years or less, the sum of four dollars and 
twenty-five cents per week. 

(h) For any period of time exceeding three years, the sum of two 
dollars and fifty cents per week. 

2. The charge hereby established shall include food, cloth¬ 
ing, breakage, and all other charges of any name or nature, and 
no greater charge shall be made under any circumstances whatso¬ 
ever. 

3. This order shall be in full force and effect on and after 
October 1, 1890, and shall apply to all patients in custody on that 
date. 
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In the Matter of the Transfer of Public Insane Patients from their 
Homes or from Poor-houses to State Hospitals by Superintendents 
of the Poor. 

The statute (Section 6 of Chapter 126 of the Laws of 1890) hav¬ 
ing made it the duty of the President of the State Commission in 
Lunacy to prescribe regulations governing the transfer of public 
insane patients from their homes or from poor-houses to State Hos¬ 
pitals by Superintendents of the Poor, and concerning the clothing 
of said patients, it is on this toth day of September, 1890, hereby 
Ordered: —1. That all County Superintendents of the Poor or 
town, county or city authorities, before sending a patient to any 
State Hospital see that said patient is in a state of bodily cleanliness 
and provided with the following clothing, to wit: 

(a.) One full suit of underclothing. 

(b.) One full suit of outer clothing, including head wear, boots 
or shoes. 

Between the months of November and April, both inclusive, 
there shall be provided, in addition to the foregoing, a sui able 
overcoat for the men patients and a suitable shawl or cloak for the 
women patients; also gloves or mittens. Considering the great, of 
the introduction of contagious or infectious diseases into institutions 
where large numbers of people are congregated, and to avoid, so 
far as possible, the introduction of such diseases by means of wear¬ 
ing apparel, the clothing above provided for must in all cases be new. 

2. In traveling by rail patients must not be compelled to ride in 
smoking or baggage cars, except in the case of men patients who 
may be so violent, profane or obscene as to render their presence in 
ordinary passenger coaches offensive. If any portion of the route is 
necessary to be traversed by team, a covered conveyance should, 
unless impossible, be provided. The shortest practicable route 
should be selected ; the hour of departure should be timed, so far 
as possible, so as to avoid the necessity of stopping over night on the 
journey and so as not to reach the hospital at an unseasonable hour. 
Whenever practicable, a notice in advance, by writing or telegraph, 
should be sent to the Medical Superintendent of the Hospital of the 
coming of the patient. In cases of violent patients a sufficient 
number of attendants should be provided to control their actions 
without resorting to the use of mechanical restraints, such as straps, 
ropes, chains, hand-cuffs, etc.; quieting medicines should not be 
given to such patients except upon the prescription of a physician. 
If it becomes necessary to remain over night or for a number of 
hours at a station on the route, patients are not to be taken to jail, 
police station or lock-up. Food in proper quantity and quality, 
and at intervals not exceeding five hours, should be provided for 
patients, but no alcoholic beverages must be given unless upon 
prescription of a physician. Opportunity must be afforded for 
attention to the calls of nature, and the rules of decency must be 
observed. In case of the employment of extra attendants in con¬ 
veying violent patients, care must be taken that they are of adult 
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age and of good moral character. The provisions of the statute 
which require that a woman attendant shall accompany women pa¬ 
tients when taken to State Hospitals must be strictly complied with. 

3. Any violation of the requirements of this order shall be 
promptly reported, so far as known to him, by the Medical Super¬ 
intendent of the Hospital to the State Commission in Lunacy. 

4. This order shall take effect on the 1st day of October, 1890. 

By the President of the Commission : T. E. McGarr, 

[l. s.] Secretary. 


Dr. Paul Gibier, Director of the New York Pasteur Institute, 
sends us the following report: 

Since its opening (February 18, 1890), to date, 610 persons, 
who had been bitten by dogs or cats, came to be treated. These 
patients may be divided in two categories : 

1st. For 480 of these persons it was demonstrated that the ani¬ 
mals which attacked them were not mad. Consequently the 
patients were sent back after having ha$ their wounds attended, 
during the proper length of time, when it was necessary. 400 patients 
of this series were consulted or treated gratis. 

2d. In 130 cases the antihydrophobic treatment was applied, 
hydrophobia having been demonstrated by veterinary examination 
of the animals which inflicted bites or by the inoculation in the 
laboratory, and in many cases by the death of some other persons 
or animals bitten by the same dogs. All these persons are to-day 
enjoying good health. In 8o cases the patients received the treatment 
free of charge. 

The persons treated were : 


64 from New York. 

3 “ New Jersey. 

12 “ Massachusetts. 

8 “ Connecticut. 

!) •• Illinois. 

3 ‘ ‘ Missouri. 

3 “ North Carolina,. 

3 “ Pennsylvania. 

2 “ Ne w Hampshire.. 

2 “ Georgii. 

2 “ Texas. 


1 from Maryland. 

1 “ Maine. 

1 “ Kentucky. 

1 “ Ohio. 

1 “ Arizonu. 

1 “ Iown. 

1 “ Nebraska. 

1 “ Arkansas. 

1 “ Louisiana. 

1 “ Ontario (Can.) 


Dr. E. H. Van Deusen, formerly and for many years superin¬ 
tendent of the Michigan Insane Hospital, has just presented to the 
city of Kalamazoo the sum of fifty thousand dollars for the purpose 
of erecting a public library building, with the proviso that said 
building shall be set aside one of its rooms for the exclusive use of 
the Kalamazoo Academy of Music. 

Stanley’s recent Emin Expedition was equipped with Fairchild’s 
Digestive Ferment, and in the recent attack of gastritis from which 
Mr. Stanley suffered, he was entirely sustained upon foods previously 
digested with Fairchild’s Extractum Pancreatis. 





